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I [COSTiyUED FROM THE FIRST PAGE.J
box of our financiers ! " Do our financiers owe 4

you for your crop ? Did not your crop come 4

at the 44 crisis* to pay, in part, roar own debts ? 4

Sir, instead of putting millions into the char- 4

ity-Ljx of our merchants and manufacturers, *

1 tell the Senator that thousands of mer- 4

chants, manufacturers, and mechanics, of the 4

North, are this day, and hare been for mouths. 4

prised with the burden of bearing the unpaid j
4

d^i ts owfd ihem by the slave State*. Your 4

cotton has been paid for, at the market value, 4

in rash ; the balance of your crop, not yet de- 4

livered, has been paid for; sena it promptly 4

forward, and thos keep that faith of which yon 4

boast so much. Does not the Senator know 4

that millions of merchandise purchased one
'

year ago on long credit*.for you eell for cask,
una uuj uu iuu^ crvuin.ub?o uccii icucwcu,
and remain vet unpaid ? while the bills for tens
of millions of last mil's purchases have not yet
matured ? while your merchants are now in the
market, purchasing on credit.thus, in many
r &»ea, making three bills for unpaid goods ? I
remember that, during the terrible pressure of
last year, while our business men were staggeringunder the pressure, thirteen out of fourteen
wholesale merchants in one department of businessin one Southern city imposed upon their
hastern creditors the burden of renewing their
matured notes. 4

Sir, I tell the vaQuting Senator from South
Carolina that we of the North bay the cotton,
sugar, rice, and tobacco, of the South, for gold,
and sell you goods on six, eight, twelve, and fifteenmonths credit; and that these long creditsare often renewed, and frequently never paid
!» all. The merchants and manufacturers of
the North have lost hundreds of millions of
dollars during the last thirty years in the slave
States. I have personally lost, in the Senator's
own State, in Louisiana, Virginia, and Kentucky,thousands of dollars more than I am
now able to command.

Bat the Senator, filled with magnificent visionsof Southern power, crowns Cotton, " King,"
and tells us that, if they should stop supplying
cotton for three years, " England would topple
headlong, and carry the whole civilized world
with her, save the Sonth I " What presumptionI The South.which owns lands and slaves,
the price fluctuating with the production, nse,
and price of cotton, having no other resource
or means of support. would go harmless;
while the great commercial centres of the world,
with the vast accumulations of capital, the
products of ages of accumulation, with varied
pursuits and skilled industry, would " topple "
to their fall I Sir, I suppose the coffee planters
of Brazil, the tea-growers of the Celestial Empire,aud the wheat-growers on the shores of the
Black Sea and on the banks of the Don and
the Volga, indulge in the same magnificent illusions.1 would remind the Senator that the
commercial world is not governed by the cot-
uin-pianiers 01 me aoum, me ccnee-pianters ot j
Brazil, the tea-growers of China, nor the wheat i
produce of Eastern Europe. I tell the Sena- 1
tor that England, France, Germany, Western 1

Europe, and the Northern States of the Union, 1
are the commercial, manufacturing, business, 1
and monetary centres of the world ; that their y
merchants, manufacturers, and capitalists
grasp the globe ; that cotton and sugar and tea ^
and coffee and wheat and the spices of the isles j'
of the Oriental seas are grown for them. Sir, 11

the cotton-planters of tbe South are simply u

their agents, and they perform their tasks under ®

a necessity quite as great as their own slaves t'
perform theirs uuder the taskmaster's rye. 1 P
would remind the Senator that the free States, ll
in 185', produced $850,000 000 of mauufac- h
tures, and that only $52,000,000 of that vast
production, about one-seventeenth part of it, k
was made up of cotton. Our manufactures o
and mechanic arts now must exceed twelve
hundred million dollars, and cotton does not P
make up more than seventy million dollars.
Dues the Senator think the free States would 8
" topple " down, if they should lose one seven-

'

teenth part of their productive industry ?
Tbe productive industry of Massachusetts, a

State that manufactures more than one-third of '

all the cotton manufactured in the country,
was, in 1855, $350,010,000 ; only $20,000,000, k
one thirteenth part of it, was cotton. Does the 8

Senator believe that n State which has a pro- >
ductive indus'ry of $350,000,000, about $280 8

per head for each person, would perish, if she 8
should lose $26,000,000 of that vast produc c
tion ? 8

It is no matter of surprise that gentlemen 1
who live away off on cross-roads, where the
cottou blooms, should come to believe that cot
ton rules the world ; but a few months' associationwith the great world would cnre that de
lusiori. " You are our factors ! " exclaims the
Senator. u You bring and carry for us Suppose
wt: wrrs iu uieenarpe you f ouppose we were to
take our business out of your hands, we should jconsign you to anarchy and poverty I" Sir.
suppose, when the Senator returns from this
Chainher to his cotton-fields, his hIavcs should, (in their simplicity, say to him : M Maesa. you (only sells de cotton ; we plants; we hoes ; we

(picks de cotton I 'Soose we discharge yon, (tuassa I " The unsophisticated " mud-sills "
would be quite as reasonable as is the Senator.
The Senator seems to think that the cottonplantershold us in the hollow of their hands ; B

if they shake them, we tremble; if they close
them, we perish. ®

But the Senator from Sonth Carolina, after ^
crowning Cotton as King, with power to bring *
England and all the civilized world "toppling" T

down into the yawning golfs of bankruptcy and *
ruin, complacently tells the Senate and the ;trembling subjects of his Cotton King, that )" the greatest strength of the South arises from 1
the harmony of her political and social institu c

tiotis;" that " her forms of society are the best
.in the world that " she has an extent of po- 1

lilies! freedom, combined with entire security,
seen nowhere on earth." The South, he tells
us, " is satisfied, harmonious, and prosperous," 1
and he asks us if we " have heard that the *
ghosts of Mendoza and Torquemada are stalk- '
ing in the streets of our great cities; that the s

inquisition is at hand, and that there are fear 8
fni rumors of consultations for vigilance com
miltees?" Sir, this self complacency is sub- 1
lime 1 No son of the Celestial Empire can approachthe Senator in self-complacency. Tha' 1
" society the hsst in the world," where more
than three millions of beiugs, created in the 1
image of (iod, are held as chattels.sunk from
the lofty level of hnmanity, down to the abject '
condition of unreasoning beasts of burden I (
'1 bat " society the best in the world," where 1
are manacles, chains, and whips, auctionblocks,prisons, bloodhounds, sconrgings, lynch- '
ing#, and burnings, laws to torture the body, 1
shrivel the mind, and debase the soul; where 1
labor is dishonored, and laborers despised 1
' Political freedom," in a land where woman
is imprisoned for teaching little children to
xet»d God's Holy Word ; where professors are
deposed and banished for opposing the extcn-
siou of Slavery; where public men are exiled
for quoting in a National Convention the words
of Jefferson ; where voters are mobbed for ap-pearing to vote for free territory; and where
i .ii. . j-:. * * -
uvw»Kiim hir uriveu irom me country tor
soiliEg that masterly work of genius, u Uncle <
Twin's Cabin." \
A land of " certain security," where patrols,coBtiug, as in old Virginia, more than is ex-

ponded to educate her poor children, stalk the
country, to catch the faintest murmur of diecon-
tent; where the bay of the bloodhound never
ceases; where but little more thau a year ago
rose the startling cries of insurrection; and '

where men, some of them owned by a member
of this body, were scourged and murdered tor
suspected insurrection I u Political freedom "

and "certain security" in a laud which de-
ninnds that seventeen millions of freemen shall
stand guard to seize and carry back fleeingbondmen! i

Mr. President, the Senator from South Carolina,with a charming simplicity, which remindsns of a distant plantation, away from the
haunts of the busy world, where "unaspiring"
bondmen delve, where the cotton blooms, with
a frankness worthy of commendation, proceeds
to untold to the world the social ideas and politicalproblems of that school of which he is
an accepted teacher. He lays down axioms
and maxims as the true social and political
creed of slavebolding Lecompton Democracy.
J invoke the men of the North, aye, the men of
the Sooth, the toiling millions of the Republic, to
read and ponder well these doctrines proclaim-
ed here in the Senate of this democratic Republicwith such audacity, by one of the cham
pions of tho Lecompton Constitution, one of
the apostles of the Africanized Democracy,
ljintpn to the oracular words of tVi^ Suratw

" Io all social systems there must be a class i
to do the menial duties, to perforin the drudg'try of life ; that is, a c as* requiring but a low

' order of intellect, and but little skill. It*
4 reunites are vij or docility, fidelity. Sncti
4 a i lass you must have, or you would rot hav
'that other class, wh h le ds pro-re>«, r .vil

zatioD, and refinement. It constitutes the
very mad-sill of society and of political government;and yon might as well attempt to
build a honse in the air, as to bnild either the
one or the other, except on this mad-sill.
Fortunately for the Soath, she foand a race

adapted to that purpose to her hand.a race
inferior to her own, bat eminently qualified
in temper, in vigor, in dccility, in capacity,
to fltar.n the climate, to answer all her purposes.We use them for our purpose, and
call them slaves. * * * We are old-
fashioned at the South vet; it is a word dis
carded now by ' ears polite.' I will not char
acterize that class at tne North with that term ;
bat von have it: it in there, it ia annaliM

s
.

> ' " . 1 '
it is eternal."
"The Senator from New York said yesterday,that the whole world had abolished Slavery.Aye, the same, bot not the thing.all
the powers of the earth cannot abolish that.
God only can do it, when he repeals the fiat,
' the poor ye have always with yon I' for the
man who lives by daily labor, and scarcely
lives at that, and who has to pnt oat his labor
in the market, and take the best he can get
for it.in short, yonr whole class of mannal
hireling laborers and ( operatives,' as yon call
them, are essentially slaves. The difference
between as is, that oar slaves are hired for
life, and are well compensated ; there iB no

starvation, no begging, no want of employment,among oar people, and not too much
employment either. Yonrs are hired by the
day, not cared for, and scantily compensated.* * * Oar slaves are black, of another
and inferior race. The status in which we
have placed them is an elevation. * * *

They are happy, content, unaspiring, and utterlyincapable, from intellectual weakness,
ever to give trouble by their aspiration. Yours
arc white, of yonr owu race. Yoa are broth

1ere of one blood. They are your equals in
natnral endowment of intellect, and they feel
galled by their degradation. Oar slaves do
not vote. We give them no political power.
Yours do vote, and, being the majority, they
are the depositaries of all your political power.
If they knew the tfemendous secret, that the
ballot-box is stronger than ' an army with
banners,' and conld combine, where would
you be? Your society would be reconstructed,
your Government overthrown, your property
divided, * * * by the qniet process of the
ballot-box. Yon have been making war upon
us, to oar very hearth stones. Now would
you like for as to send lecturers aud agitators
North, to teach these people this, to aid in
combining and to lead them?"
These sentiments, Mr President, are not orignalwith the Senator from South Carolina. At

iom6 and within these walls the statesmen from
ionth Carolina have avowed with sublime aulacitythese sentiments of the slave perpetualsts.Mr. Calhonn pronounced "Slavery the
nost safe and stable basis for free institutions
n the world." Mr. McDuffie declared Slavery
o be " the corner-stone of the republican ediicel"Sir, when these avowals were made byhese champions of the Soath Carolina school,
hey were disavowed by the leading men at the
louth, and by men of all parties in the North,
rheir reproduction now by the Senator from
louth Carolina derives importance from the
net that Soath Carolina has impressed her
deag and imposed her policy upon the South,
ipon the Administration, and upon the LeomptouDemocracy. South Carolina bears
be tl&g and leads the column of slave peretuahstsand slave propagandists. The Senaorutters her sentiments.the sentiments she
as imposed upon the Democracy she now
sads. I hold this Administration, I hold the
.ecompton Democracy, responsible for these
racular utterances.
South Carolina has ever led the van in supiortof the system of human Slavery in Amer».The illustrious statesmen of the tirst Conress,in 1774, declared that " God never intendeda part of the human race to hold
property in and have unbounded power over
others;" and they agreed they ''would not
import slaves, or buy slaves imported by others."They formed a federative Union, and
y the second article of that bond of Union the
lave trade was prohibited. South Carolina
accepted these articles of Confederation, and
he was the first to break her plighted faith,md to reopen that accursed traffic in the bodies
>i men. " In complacence to South Carolinaind Georgia".-to use the words of Jefferson.
he illustrious signers of the Declaration of Inle.pendenceerased from the draft these words
.1 <ti litipnuiem of the British Ring:" He has waged cruel war against human
nature itself, violating its most sacred rightsot bo. and liberty, in the persons of a distant
people, who have never offended him, captivatingand carrying them into Slavery inanother hemisphere, or to incur miserabledeah in their transportation thither. This
piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel
Powers, is the warfare of the Christian Kingof Great Britain. Determined to keen a mar-
ket where men should be bought and sold, hehas at length prostituted his negative for suppressingany legislative attempt to prohibitand restrain this execrable commerce."Actuated by that policy, which reopened thelave trade, and erased the noble words of Je4srsonfrom tho Declaration of Independence,lonth Carolina went into tho Convention to
orm the Constitution of the United States, her
lutlcdges, her Butlers, aud her Piuckneys,bady to peril the unity of the States unless
hey could wring from Washington, Franklin,iamilton, Madison, Ellsworth, King, and their
llustrious compeers, the rieht to continue the
nhutnan and polluted traffic in the musclesif men.
Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to

nterrupt him a moment?
Mr. WILSON. Most cheerfully.Mr. MASON. Is not the Senator aware thathe proposition to allow the States to contiuue

he slave trade for twenty years was carried
iy the union of the men of the extreme Northnd the extreme South, and that Virginia reisted it?
Mr. WILSON. I am aware that Northern

ncu yielded to the demands of South Carolina.Mr. PUG 11. A Massachusetts man shapedbe form of the proposition!Mr. WILSON. Northern men then, as now,oo often yielded to the demands of Slavery.iVe do not applaud the errors of the fathers. I
lope we never will cease to censnre the greater>rrors of the men of our time, who sin againsthe lights of experience.In the first Congress under the Constitution,.he humanity of the country attempted to retrainthe slave trade in foreign vessels; butthe voice of South Caroliua, in fiery and vehementlanguage, threatened to dissolve theUnion, aud the timid men of the North shrankfrom such a contest. From the opening of theBrat Congress under the Constitution to theutterance of this speech to which I am nowreplying, she has led the van in assaults onFreedom.in defence of Slavery. She led, underthe Senator, theo a member of the Iionse,in denouncing the noble men and wom'en whoinvoked Congress to abolish Slavery and thesiave trade in the national capital, as'" ignorail!^ ." '' * *
.tumvuairu uoruanans,' wqo "may expecta felon's death," " if chance shall throw any ofthem iuto our hands." She led, under Mr.Waddy Thompson, in assaults upon the free1o01 of speech in these halls, by threateninglohn Quincy Adams.the hero of the Right ofPetitiou and the Freedom of Speech.with'expulsion from Congress" and "indictmentbefore a grand jury," where "we may see anincendiary brought to justice." She led, underMr. Pinckney, in 1836, in adopting « rule suppressing the sacred right to petition for thetibolitiou of Slavery and the slave trade in this
District. She led, under Mr. Calhoun, in 1836,in carrying through the Senate an incendiarypublication bill, to destroy the constitutionalliberty of the press. She announced, throughthe pen of Mr. Calhoun, in 1844, to the throneof France, and to Christian Enrope, that weintended to annex the Repablic of Texas, touphold Slavery in America. She announcedin this Chamber, by the voice of Mr. Calhoun,that the Constitution would carry Slavery intothe coming free territory of Mexico. Inflexiblyfirm in adherence to her ideas, and boldand vehement in the avowal and support of hercherished policy of Slavery expansion, perpetuity,and dominion, she has won her sisterslaveholding Slates to her ideas and her policy.The moderate, conservative, and national states
men of the South, of the schools of Jacksonund Clay, have been driven into retirement.
hey are ostracised, exiled, placed under the
i>an of the Empire. The venerable and distinguishedSenators from Kentucky [Mr. Critrkndvicjand Tennessee [Mr. Bell] yet linger
r.ere to remind us of other days; and a few
l.beml national men remain iu the other House;
nut these seats are now filled by men who have

f t, d her creed, or who silently bow to the
;,t,, ions *way of ler disciples. The social

IkTHENATIOI
and political ideas of the fathers are proscribed,and the social and political ideas reproduced
by the Senator from Sonth Carolina hats attaineda complete ascendency.
We all remember.for who coald forget?.

the assaults, in 1866, of the Southern Democraticorators upon everything free in America.
"Slavery" was pronounced "the nature; and
normal condition of the laboring men, white or
black!" " The experience of universal liberty "
was pronounced by the Richmond Enquirer
"a failure," and "free society insufferable!"
"Free society" was denounced by a Democrat-

ti.L as i a. r
ic orpau in Amixnaa, "i coogiomaril on 01

greasy mechanic*, filthy operative*, and smallfistedfarmers!" And the Smith-Side democrat,edited by a gentleman no* one of thx PublicPrinters of Congress, denounced at hateful"free farms, free labor, free societ free
will, free thinking, free children, free scho* la".
they all belonged "to the same brood tJ damnableisms!"

Sir, these social and politioal ideas, 4 ow reproducedby the Senator from Sooth C« jolina,
go nnrebnked in these Halls by the sap sorters
of this Administration. No Democrats Senator,no supporter of the policy of the A ministration,has yet questioned the assumpt one or
dissented from the views of the Senator The
supporters of the Leoompton Constitute; t« from
Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania Ohio,
Indiana, Iowa, and California, have not entnr1ed to even dissent from the doctrines ,.rowed
by the Senator from South Carolina.d( otrines
which wonld not pas* nnrebnked on the banks
of the Danube or the Vistula. I meat to examinethese assumptions in the light facts.
I mean to take issue with these unsu ported
declarations, and I mean to brand these .ranton
insnlts to the free laboring men of the y-vuntry.
To listen, Mr. President, to the word of the

Senator from Sonth Carolina, we shot jd supposeIh&t the white men of the South \ ere all
men of wealth and culture and refine nent.
that they were all lords and masters.' hat laborwas nil performed by bcndtnen-.thy-** mudsills" of society. We should imagine tb >t these
white men " were leading p rogress, civilisation,
and refinement." We shoi.ld imagine hat the
sunny Sonth was the seat of power, tht choeen
abode of commerce, manufactures, and he mechanicarts; of literature and the fineKarts; of
schools and libraries 1 We should also magine
that the free North wm the home of iff prance,
poverty and vice, and organized anarchy.

Sir, the Senator has placed the N< th and
the Sooth, the free and the slave: States,
l reedom and Slavery, "face to f\ee." * I meet
him on that iBsue. I make no assault :^I make
no war upon the Sonth. This nontei , which
now stirs the nation to its profottndes. depths,
is no contest between the North and S< ith. It
is a contest between the rights of man tnd the
privileffes of an aristocratic, oliffarchic 'lass.

Mr. President, the Senator points - inmphantlyto eight hundred and fifty thousarv ^squaremiles of slave soil; to the finest natural toil and
the most genial climate.' We of thr< North
confess to the extent of your territo y, your
naturally fine soil, and your genial ;limate.
We make no claim to equality of extet . of climate,or of soil. When the foot of ivilized
man first pressed the sods of the Ne\ .World,
your section abounded in st)il so rich, i 'seemed
exhaustleBs; ours was harl, cold, and*'rugged.
Freedom took the rugged soil and gf (1 more
rugged dime of the North, and now tha-ragged
soil yields abundance to the willing ands of
free labor. Slavery look the sunny U'<3a and
the sunuy clime of the South, and a g it has
left the traces of its ruinous power d* pty furrowedon the face of your s-anny land. 1612,before the foot of the bondman had pn wed the
soil of Virginia, Sir Thomas Dale, in *peak:ngof that Commonwealth, said: "Take fa r of the
4 best kingdoms of Christendom, and ^at them
4 altogether, they may no way compare j/ith this
4 country, either for commodities or gc jness of
4 JBn."
At an earlier period, 1 ,aue, Govern r of Raleighcolony, snys of Virginia and Cart ina: "It

4 is the goodliest soil undef the cope of L javen.
4 the most pleasing territory in the w<^d."Says 44 A Perfect Description of \ rginia,"
published in tendon in ,649: '4 New pmgland' is to Virginia aa Scotland is to jlngland.4 There is much cold, frost, and snow; eir land
4 is barren; except a herring be puVnto the
4 hole yon set the corn in, it will not e me up."Two hundred years hate passed si ee those
words were penned, and we do not nc» 44pat a
herring in the hole we se> th>» corn in. on onr
barren soil, yet it comes, up MillioT % of the
acres of 44the goodliest «/>il under th4 cope of
heaven" in old Virginia are now so f »or, that
a 44herring put in the holo th«y Bet thdborn in"
would not bring it up. »*

Washington, in a letter to Arthur '.^>ung, in
1787, Bays: 44 Oar lanCs, as I mentioned 10
4 you, were originally very good ; buw^*® and
4 abnso have made them .quite otherw ;e."
James Madison tells t^s, in 1819, t§M mnch

of the rich soil of Virginia had been exhausted.
Governor Wise said of the agricnltui^i of Virginia,in 1855 : 44 Yoa til own plenty of land;4 but it is poverty added to poverty, Tjoor land
4 added to poor land; rf.ud nothingwadded to
4 nothing makes nothing. * * v\* You
4 have the ownerB skinning the negroes, and
4 the negToes skinning the land, an^ yon all
4 grow poor together. You have rered alone
4 on the power of agriculture; and inch agri4tnrel 4 Your sedge-patches outshine-the sun;4 your iu&Mention to yoar only source-£>f wealth
4 has seared the bosom of mo -her earth' Instead
4 having to feed cattle on a housand Chills, yon4 have to chase the stamp tailVl steer through the
4 sedge-patches to procure t- tobgh href-steak."

Mr. G. 8. Sullivan, ofrLifcoln county, North
Carolina, says, in the P Ateit Office report for
1851 : 44 We raise no etpok of Xny kifjd, except4 for home consumption, ai d Rot ha f enough4 for that; for we have bow wcrn out 4>ur lands
4 so much that we do not g>o« food Enough to
4 maintain them."

Mr. N. B. Powell, of AlatfeDia, ip t?e Patent
Office report for the same ye^r, ^aj i: 44 We
4 are the most dependant p'tople in t e Union,4 relying mainly, as we do, Mptfn our eighbors4 of the WeBt for nearly .all bur snpp >s."
The Senator from Alabsm* [Mr. ;.ay| has

described, in sad accents, tile desolat ;n of portionsof his own native State. In raversinghis own native county of M idtson, th * Senator
says : 44 One will discover numei ,us farm4houses, once the abodes of indos' -ions and

'4 intelligent freemen, now occupied ,y slaves,4 or tenantlese, deserted, »nd dilap: i>ted ; he
4 will observe fields once feHilw, now jinfenced,4 abandoned, and covered ititli thoa evil har4bingers, fox tail and brooo '-sedge ; e will see
4 the moss growing on the boulderii walls of4 once thrifty villages; anc will finti 'one only4 master irraaDs the wboln Hnm«in

yuat UUVC
' furnished happy homes fo a dozen bite fam4ilies. Indeed, a county i I its infai jj, where,4 fifty years ago, scarce a < irest tree had been' felled by the axe of the pi ineer, is i ready ex4hibiting the painful signs -vf senility »nd decay4 apparent in Virginia and the Can inas ; the4 freshness of its agricultur tl glory it ^one ; the( vigor of its youth is extii ct, and tl ) spirit of4 desolation seems brooding over itThe Senator from Alaba na is de\ ted to hisnative State, of whose condition hi thus sorrowfullyspeaks. Yesterdt y he we- i even tothe verge of Aeunion iu fa 'or of th» expansionof Slavery to 44 virgin lands," wb ;h it will44 despoTl " and impoverish- as it ha despoiledand impoverished the State he [ -presents:44 4 The lands of Soalh Carolina ' (we fe told by4 4 A Carolinian,' in De Botf's Beviei )4 have re4mained stationary in price for the :ast thirty4 years, and in many instances they ! #ve actual4ly declined-' 4 Our old fields' (saj., the South4 Carolina Agricultural Society, in 856) * are4 enlarging, our homesteads are (ecreasiug4 fearfully.' "

Judge Longstreet, a native of Ga gia, refers
to a classic dwelling which Occupi I a lovelyspot in one of the most fertile rej, pns of hisnative State. It was overshadowed y majestichickories, towering popl&is, and s jng-armedoaks. Forty-two years afterward* h» viait*H
this spot, once bo lovely: 44 The '

in poured4 his whole strength upou the bold >ill which
4 once supported the sequestered ac- jol house :
4 a dying willow rose from the soif yrhich ha<l( nourished the venerable beech; flt fcs wander4ed among dwarf pines, and cropp J a scanty4 meal from the vale where the rk> cane had
4 bowed and rustled to every bre*. a; and all
4 around was barreB, dreary, and cs eerless."
De Bow's 41 Resources of the 8 >tb," from

Fenno's Southern Medical Report speaks of
' decaying old tenements " in Qe gia.44 red

4 old hills, stripped of their native rowth and
4 virgin soil, and washed into deep allies, with
' here and there patches of Bermut , grass and
4 stunted pine shrubs struggling foi subsistence4 on what was once the richest soil» America."Millions of acres of the richest /oil of the
western world have been converted ato barren
utsi and desolation, by the untutr jtd, unpaid,and ihrifileBS labor of slaves. Th exhaustiou

V

^AL ERA: WASHIN(
of Southern soil, tilled by bondmen.this deterioration,decay, and desolation, now visible
in what was once the fairest portion of the con-
tinent.stands confessed by the most eminent
writers of the South. These descriptions of
the decay and desolation of some of the fairest
portions of the sunny South remind us of tbe
daan1»tin<r of SUmrv linnn tka pint

of classic Italy, in the days of Tiberjua Gracchus,as described by the brilliant and philosophicpen of onr Bancroft, in his masterly
article on Roman Slavery.

Turning, Mr. President, from this contemplationof the desolations of Slavery, to the
rugged soil and still more rugged clime of the
free North, we shall see that the farms tilled
by free educated men are annually blooming
with a fresher and richer verdure; that they
annually wave with larger harvests of the varied
products which find markets in the cities aud
villages, which commerce, manufactures, and
the mechanic arts, create, beautify, and adorn.
While the plantations of the Sonth echo the
sonnd of the lash by which unpaid toil is impelledon in the bighting process of exhausting
the richest soils, the farms of the free States
are increasing in value, fertility, and beauty;
they are nursing a race of noble and independentmen where

"TSe lowliest iarm-houar hearth is grart-iiWith manly heart*, in piety sincere;Faiihful in love, in honorVern and chaste,
In friendship warm and true, in danger brave.
Beloved in hie, and tainted in the grave."
There were, Mr. President, in the year 1850,

in the free States, 877,000 farms, containing
108,000,000 acres, valued at $2,143,000,000;
being about $20 per acre. The products of
these farms amounted to more than $860,000,000.
There were, in the slave States, 564,000 farms,
containing 180,000,000 acres, valued at
$1,117,000,000, being about $6 per acre; aud
the products of these plantations amounted to
about $630,000,000. The farms of the fr%e
States averaged about 120 acres; the slaveSate plantations averaged more than 300
acres. The 34,000 farms of cold, sterile Mas
sachusetts, averaging 99 acres each, embrace
3,600,000 acres, valued at $32.50 per acre,
amounting to $112,000,000; the 30,000 plantationsof Sooth Carolina, averaging 540 acreB
each, embrace 16,000,000 of acres, valned at
$5.08 per acre, amounting to $82,000,000. The
farms of the free States are cultivated by
2,500,000 persons, and yield a production ofnearly$8 per acre, and more than $300 per head to
each person; the plantations of the slave States
are tilled by more than 3,250,000 persons, and
thev yield a production of less than $4 per acre,
ana less than $200 per head to each person.

Turning, Mr. President, from the agriculture
of the two sections, let us glance at the manu
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stands confeaaed. Id 1850, the North had
94,000 establishments; $430,000,000 of capitalinvested ; $465,000,000 of raw material were
used; 780,000 peraooaemployed ; $196,000,000
were paid for labor; ana $842,000,000 were
produced. The South had only 27,000 eatabliahmenta,$95,000,000 of capital; uaed
$86,000,000 of raw material; employed 161,000
persona; paid $33,000,000 for labor; and produced$165,000,000. Maaaachuaetts had 8,300eatabliahmenta ; $83,000,000 of capital; uaed
$86,^)0,000 of raw material; employed 165,000
persona ; (aid $40,000,000 for labor ; and produced$151,000,000. South Carolina had only1,400 eatabliahmenta; $7,000,000 capital; used
$4,900,000 of raw material ; employed 12,000
Seraona; paid $2,300,000 for labor; and prouced$9,700,000. The wages of women are
higher in the cotton-mills of Massachusetts than
the wages of men in the iron works of South
Carolina. The productive industry of Massachusetts,in manufactures and the mechanic
arts, have increased immensely since 1850. It
now averages $280 per head ; the productiveindustry of South Carolina, according to I>e
Bow, is $62 per head.
De Bow estimates, Mr. President, that onehalfof the agricultural products, and all of the

manufactures, are subjects of commerce. If

ics, and laborers," the very 44 mud-sills " of society,read five times as many copies of scientificpapers as the entire South, including that
class which, the Senator tells us, leads " prog
ress, civilization, and refinement." Nine-tenths
of the book publishers of the United States are
in the free States. The Charleston Standard,
good authority with the Senator, tells us 44 thai
'their pictures are painted at the North, their
4 books published at the North, their periodical"' printed at the North ; that, should a man rise
4 with the genius of 8hakipeare, or Dickens, or
4 Fielding, or all three combined, and speak
4 from the South, he would not receive enough
4 to pay the cost of publication." That class,
that favored class, which leads, as the Senator

this be so, the value of the products which en-
ter into the commerce of the North is about
$1,400,000,000; value of products of the South,
$480,000,000. The value of the domestic commerceof the country is estimated to be six times
larger than the value of the foreign commerce.
The imports and exports of the North amounted
in 1855 to $400,000,000; the exports and importsof the South to $'32,000,000. The importsand exports of the city of New Yorlr
amounted to $278,000,000.more than twice
the value of the imports and exports of the Smth.
Massachusetts exported and imported in 1855,
$73,000,000; South Carolina, $14,000,000. The
North had, in 1850,188,000 persons engaged in
commerce; the South, 70,000.

Glancing at the means of transportation, we
tiud that the North had, in 1855, 4,250,000 tons
of shipping, valued at $212,000,000: the South,
855,000 tons of shipping, valued at $42,000,000.The North built 528,000 tons in 1855; the
South built 52,000. Massachusetts bad, in that
year, 970,000 tons of shipping, valned at
$48,000,000; South Carolina had 60,000 tons,valued at $3,000,000. Massachusetts built 80,000
tons, valued at $4,000,000; South Carolina built
60 tons, valued at $3,000. The North has
18,000 miles of railroads, costing $560,000,000;the Sonth 7,000, costing $125,000,00.0. Poor
Massachusetts, that produces no rice, makes up
no part of " King" Cottou, has $55,000,000 investedin railroads within her own borders, to
say nothing of the many millions she has investedin other 8tates. She has $60,000,000of bank capital, and her poor " white slaves,"her " mad-sills," have $35,000,000 deposited in
her savings banks. Rich South Carolina, with
her rice and her cotton, has invested $12,000,000in railroads; she has $17,000,000 of bank capital; but, unhappily, we have no statements of
how many millions her " well compensated,"u unaspiring " laborers have on deposit. Perhapsthe Senator from South Carolina can furnishus with those statistics.
From this contrast of the productive industryand material resources of the two sections which

the Senator from Sonth Carolina put " face to
face," I pass to a brief consideration of their
institutions and means of intellectual culture.
In the slave States, laws forbid the education of
nanvlo Ow,- :li: £ 1 >
uvwj luat uiiiiiuua ui uer peopie; id ioe iree
States, laws encourage the education of the
people, and public opinion upholds and enforces
those laws. In 1850, there were 62,000 schools,72,000 teachers, 2,800,000 scholars, in the publie schools of the free States; in the slave
States, there were 18,000 schools, 19,000 teachers,and 580,000 scholars. Massachusetts has
nearly 200,000 scholars in her public schools, at
a cost of S 1,300,000; South Carolina has 17,000scholars in her public schools; $75,000 is paidby the State, and the Governor, in 1853, said
that " under the present mode of applying it, it
was the profusion of the prodigal rather than
the judicious generosity which confers real
benefits." New York has more scholars in
her public schools than all the slave States together.Ohio has 502,000 scholars in her publicschools, supported atanexpense of$2,250,000.Kentucky has 76,000 scholars, supported at an
expense of $146,000.
The free States had, in 1850, more than

15,000 libraries, containing 4,000,000 volumes;the slave States had 700 libraries, containing650,000 volumes. Massachusetts, the land of
" hireling operatives," has 1,800 libraries, whichoontain not less than 750,000 volumes.more
libraries and volumes than all the slave States
combined. The little State of Rhode Island, a
mere patch of 1,300 square miles on the surface
of New England, has more volumes in her librariesthan have the five great States of Georgia,Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.De Bow, good Southern authority, saysthat, in every country, the press must be regardedas a great educational agency. The
tree States had, in 1850, 1,800 newspapers,with a circulation of 335,000,000; the slave
States had, at that time, 700 newspapers, with
a circulation of 81,000,000. The free States
have seven times as many religious papers, andtwelve times as many scientific papers, as the
South. Massachusetts has more religious
papers than all the slaveholding States of the
Union. She has a circulation j>f 2,000,000 for
her scientific papers; the South has but
372,000. The " hireling ooeratives. median
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tells as, " progress, civilization, end re finemoot,"fores the literary talent to the North,
the home of u hireling operatives," to find, not
onlv publishers, bat readers also.
Of the authors mentioned ip Dayckinck's

" Cyclopedia of American Literature," eightysevenwere natives of slave States, and four
hundred and three were natives of the free
North.the land of the u hireling laborers."
Of the poets mentioned in Oriswold's u Poets
and Poetry ofAmerica," seventeen were natives
of the land where they have that other class
which leads " progress, civilization, and refinement;" and one hundred and twenty-three
were natives of the land of u hireling operatives,"the " mud-sills" of society. Of the
poets, whose nativity is given by Ur. Reed, in
his u Female Poets of America," eleven are
from the South, seventy-three from the North.
Nine-tenths of all the books written in America.fit to be read.nine tenths of all the books
published in America, fit to be published.are
written and published, not in the land of that
privileged class of which the Senator boasts,
but in the free States, unblessed by that privelegedclam. Nearly all the authors, whose
names grace and adorn the rising literature of
America, whose names are known in the liteeraryand scientific world, find their homes in
the free States of the North. Irving, Ticknor,
Sparks, Bancroft, Prescott, Hildreth, and Motley,whose contributions to the historical literatureof America are recognised by the literary
world; Dana, Bryant, Halleck, Longfellow,
Spragne, Whittier, Lowell, and Willis, the recognisedpoets of our country ; Hawthorne, Emerson,Curtis, Melville, and Mitchell, whose
names grace the light literature of our times ;
and Sillirnau, Agaasiz, and Peirce, names associatedwith American science, find their homes,
not in the land of the privileged class that the
Senator from South Carolina tells us leads
" progress, civilization, and refinement," but
they dwell in the land of u small-fisted farmers,
greasy mechanics, and filthy operatives ".the
" mud-sills " of society. The sculptors, and the
painters, and the artists.they too find their
homes, not in the sunny South, but in the free
land of the North. In literature, in science, in
the arts, the superiority of the North is beyoud
all question. Men who have been, or who now
are, " hireling laborers," in some forms, in the
North, have contributed more to the arts, the
science, the literature of America, than the
whole class of slaveholders now living iu the
South.

I would not, Mr. President, underrate the influenceof the slave States in the councils of the
Republic. Bound together bf the cohesive attractionof a'vast interest, from which the civilizationof the age averts its face, the privileged
class have won tbe control and direct the policyof the Government. In the council and in
the field, the representatives of this privileged
class have assumed to direct and to guide. But
in accumulating capital, in commerce, in manufactures,in the mechanic arts, in educational
institutions, in literature, in science, in the
arts, in the charities of religion and humanity,
in all the means by which the nation is known
among men, the free States maintain a position
of unquestioned pre eminence. In all these,
the South is a mere dependency of the North.
India and Anstralia are not more the dependenciesof England, than are the slaveholding
States the dependencies of the free States
Sir, your fifteen slave States are but fifteen
suburban wards of our great commercial city
of New York. Beyond the political field, this
dependency is everywhere visible, even to the
most blind devotees of u King Cotton." Mr«
Perry, in an address before the South Carolina
Institute, in 185C, says of the State represented
by the Senator: " The dependence of South
' Carolina upon the Northern States, for all the
' necessaries, comforts, and luxuries, which the
' mechanic arts afford, has drained her of her
' wealth, and made her positively Door'."

Mr. Helper, of Norih Carolina, in a work
eutitled " The Impending Crisis ojf the South,"
describes in this graphic language this humiliatingdependency of the South upon the North:

" In infancy we are swaddlea in Northern
'muslin; in childhood we are humored by
' Northern gewgaws ; in youth we are instruct'ed out of Northern books ; in old age we are
' drugged with Northern physic ; and when we
' die, our inanimate bodies, shrouded in North'eru cambric, are stretched upon the bier,' borne to the grave in a Northern carriage,
' entombed with a Northern spade, and memo-
' rized with a Northern slab !

" Reader, would you understand how abjectly' slaveholders themselves are enslaved to the
' products of Northern industry? If you would,
' fix your mind on a Southern gentleman, a
' slave-breeder and huraan-fleshmonger, who
' professes to be a Christian! Observe the
' routine of his daily life. See him rise in the
' morning, from a Northern bed, and clotbe
' himself in Northern apparel; see him walk
' across the floor on a Northern carpet, and
' perform his ablutions out of a Northern basin
' and ewer. See him uncover a box of North'era powder, and cleanse his teeth with a
' Northern brush; see him reflect his phyBiog'nomy in a Northern mirror, and arrange hir
' hair with a Northern comb ; see him dosing' himself with medicaments of Northern quacks,' and perfuming his handkerchief with North
' cm Cologne; see him referring to the time in
' a Northern watch, and glancing at the news
' in a Northern gazette; see him and his family' sitting in Northern chairs, and singing and
' praying ont of Northern books; see him at
' the breakfast table, saying grace over a North'em plate, eating with Northern cutlery, and
'drinking from Northern utensils; see him
' charmed with the melody of a Northern piano,' or musing over the pages of a Northern novel.
' See him riding to his neighbor's in a North'em carriage, or farrowing his lands with a
' Northern plough ; see him lighting his cigar' with a Northern match, and flogging his ne'groes with a Northern lash ; see him with

iN on hern pen and ink, writing letters on
' Norihern paper, aud sending them away in
Northern envelopes, sealed with Northern

' wax, and impressed with a Northern seal."
Passing, Mr. President, from the considerationof these startling contrasts between the

effects of intelligent free labor on the North,and unskilled slave jabor on the Sonth, I proceedto the contemplation of the blighting and
crushing effects of Slavery, not upon the poorbondmen, but u^>n the non slaveholding poorwhites of the South. Putting out of view altogetherthe sad lot of nearly four million! of
hapless bondmen, doomed to a destiny so rayless,so cheerless, so hopeless, that the Senator
from South Carolina vanntingly tells us that
they are " unaspiring," and will never give any" trouble to us by their aspirations," I here
and now declare that the five millions of nonslaveholdingwhites of the South live in meaner
houses, consume poorer food, wear poorerclothes, have less means of mental and moral
instruction, less culture, and less hope for the
future for themselves and their posterity, than
the five millions of the poorest people of the
seventeen millions of the North. I include,
sir, in this declaration, the millions of emigrantsfrom western Europe, from the banks of
the Thames, the Shannon, and the Rhine.men
characterized by the Senator from South Caro
Una as " semi barbarians." I will demonstrate
tVi/a frnlV* r\f tKio ^oolovo*..4
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tations from Southern authorities.
The first witness I pot upon the stand is the

honorable Senator from South Carolina him
self. In an address before the South Carolina
Institute, the Senator said, that 44 of the three
4 hundred thousand white inhabitants of Soath
4 Carolina, there are fifty thousand whose in4dustry, such as it is, and compensated as it
4 is, is not adequate to procure them honestly' such a support as every white person is enti4tied to. Some of them maintain a feeble and
4 injurions competition with slave iabor ; some
4 can scarcely be said to work at all; they ob4tain a precarious subsistence by occasional
4 jobs, by hunting, by fishing, sometimes by4 plundering fields or folds, and too often by4 what is in its effects far worse.trading with
4 slaves, and sedocing them to plunder for their
4 benefit."
Comment, Mr. President, is needless.
William Gregg, in an address delivered beforethis same South Carolina Institute, in

1851, said: 441 put down the white people4 who ought to work, and who do not, or are
4 so employed as to be wholly unproductive, at
4 one hundred and twenty-five thousand. * *
4 * A large portion of our poor white people4 are wholly neglected, and are suffered to while
4 away an existence in a state but one step in
4 advance of the Indian of the forest. * * *
4 Many a one is reared in proud South Caro
4 lina, from birth to manhood, who has never
4 passed a month in which he has not been
4 stinted for meat * * These may be
4 startling statements, but they are nevertheless
4 true."
When the Baron De Kalb met Gen. Francis

Marion, during the devolution, he expressed
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amazement that so many " South (Jorohmans
were running to take British protections."
Marion replied : " The people of Carolina form
4 two classes, the rich and the poor. The poor
4 are very poor; the rich, who have slaves to do
4 all their work, give them no employment.
4 Unsupported by the rich, they continue poor
4 and low-spirited. * * * The little they
4 get is laid out in brandy, not in books and
4 newspapers; hence they know nothing of
4 the comparative blessings of our country, or
4 of the dangers which threaten it; therefore,
4 they care nothing about it. The rich are
4 generally very rich; afraid to stir, lest the
4 British should burn their houses, and carry
4 off their negroes."

After the war, he estimated that 44 poor Car
4 olina lost throngh her ignorance $15,000,000;
4 for ignorance begat toryism, and toryism be4gat losses." Referring to the blessings of
education for the people, he said: 44 Look at
4 the people of New England. Religion had
4 taught them that God had created men to be
4 happy; to be happy, they most have virtue;
4 that virtue is not to be attained without knowl4edge ; nor knowledge without instruction; nor
4 public instruction withont free schools; nor
4 free schools without legislative order."

South Carolina has sent many of her sons
into the councils of the nation, who have won

distinguished positions and high honors; but
there is more philosophy, more wisdom, and
more statesmanship, in these words of Francis
Marion, than can be garnered np from all the
eloquent utterances of the statesmen and oratorsshe has sent into the councils of the Republic.

Mr. Olmsted, in his work on the 44 Seaboard
Slave States," speaking of the educated Carolinians.thatother class which, according to
the honorable Senator from South Carolina,
leads 44 progress,civilization, and refinement".
<,o.o n ,i... u. .» .i.;. >'
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to calture. 44 But I must observe, also, that I
4 have been astonished at the profound igno4ranee and unmitigated stupidity I have found
4 in some planters owning large numbers of
4 slaves."
A Southern-born gentleman, who had residedin South Carolina, and who had travelled

in Spanish America, said to Mr. Olmsted,
speaking of the Spanish and Hispauo-Indian
races, that he had 44 seen, among the worst of
4 them, none so entirely debased, so wanting in
4 all energy, industry, purpose of life, and in
4 everything to be respected, as among exten4sive communities on the banks of the Con4garee, in South Carolina. * * * They
4 are more iguorant, their superstitions are
4 more degrading, they are much less industri4ous, far less cheerful and animated, and very
4 much more incapable of being improved aud
4 elevated, than the most degraded peons of
4 Mexico. Their chief &ustenance is a porridge
4 of eow peas, and the greatest Irfxury with
4 which they are acquainted is a stew of bacou
4 and peas, with red pepper, which they call
4 4 hopping John.'"

Speaking of the sand-hillers, Mr. Olmsted
says, that a rich rice planter described them in
these words: 44 They seldom have any meat,4 except they steal hogs, which belong to the
4 planters or their negroes; and their chief diet
4 is rice and milk. They are small, gaunt, and
4 cadaverous, and their skin is juat the color pf
4 the sand hills they live on. They are quite4 incapable of applying themselves to any labor,4 and their habits are very much like those of
4 the old Indians." '

A Northern gentleman, who had spent a yearin South Carolina, said to Mr. Olmsted, after
speaking respectfully of the wealthier class:
44 The poor whites, out in the country, are the
4 meanest people I ever saw; half of them would
4 be considered objects of charity in New York." i
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J. H. Lumpkin, of Georgia, in 1852, said: " I
4 am by no means ready to concede that our
4 poor, degraded, half fed, half clothed, and
( ignoranf population, without Sabbath schools,4 or any other kind of instruction, mental or
4 moral, or without any just appreciation of
4 character, will be injured by giving them em'ploymeut in manufacturing establishments."

Mr. Olmsted says: 44 it is evident that a
' large part of the people of Georgia still have
' the vagrant and hopeless habits of Ogle4thorpe's first colonists, somewhat favorably' modified, it is true, by the physical circum4stances which have mode them superior to
' absolute charity or legal crime, and also, per'haps, by the influence of a freely preached,4 though exceedingly degraded, form of Chris'tianity. They are all coarse and irrestrain4able in appetite and temper; with perverted,4 eccentric, and intemperate spiritual impulses,4 faithless in the value of their own labor, and
4 almost imbecile for personal elev&tiou."

Mr. Tarver, of Missouri, in a work on 44 Do
mestic Manufactures in thfe South and West,"
says: 441 have observed, of late years, that an
4 evident deterioration is taking place in this
4 part of the population, the younger portion4 of it being less educated, less industrious, and
4 in every point of view less respectable than
4 their ancestors."

Mr. Helper, of North Carolina, says: 44 Pover4ty, ignorance, and superstition, are the three
4 leading characteristics of the non-slaveholding
4 whites of the South."
The reports of ecclesiastical bodies in the

South, of missionary, Bible, tract, educational,
and other societies, and the statements of colportenrs,and other persons interested in ther_,.n . i a i .i.. ~c .l-
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furnish the fullest and amplest evidence to sustainthe declarations I have made concerning
the poor whites of the slaveholding States.
Upon them, the evils of Slavery press with
merciless force. I trust the day is not far distantwhen they will inaugurate a policy that
shall at least emancipate themselves and their
posterity from a thraldom hardly leBs endurablethan the bondage of the black man. The
noble city of St. Lonis has sent into the House
of Representatives Francis P. Bi.air, jr., a

champion of the rights of the non slaveholders
of the South. Let the oppressed poor whites
heed the voice and follow the counsels of such
a leader, and the day of their deliverance from
their galling degradation will soon dawn.
There are signB that cannot be mistaken, in
the North and in the South, that there are portionsof the American continent, provinces in
Mexico or Central America, where, ultimately,
that slave population which presses hard upon
the poor whites of the South may find iree
homes under the protection of the Gonernmeut
of the United States. i

Mr. President, the Senator from South Carolinatells us that 44 all the powers of the world
cannot abolish " " the thing " he calls Slave-
rv. 44 God alone can do it, when he repeals
the fiat,4 the poor ye have always with you;' "

44 for the man who lives by daily labor," and
44 your whole class of hireling manual laborers
4 and operatives, are essentially slaves !" 44 Our
4 slaves are black; happy, content, unaspi4ring;" 44yours are white, and they feel galled
4 by their degradation." 44 Our slaves do not
4 vote ; yonrs do vote, and, being the majority,4 they are the depositaries of all your political4 power; and if they knew the tremendous se-
4 cret, that the ballot-box is stronger than any4 army with banners, and could combine, your4 society would be reconstructed, your Govern
4 ment overthrown, and vour property divided."

44 The poor ye have always with yon." This
fiat of Almighty God, which Christian men of 1
all ages and lands have accepted as the imper-
ative injunction ef the oommon Fither of all, to 1
care for the children of misfortune and sorrow,
the Senator from South Carolina accepts, as I
the foundation-stone, the eternal law of Slave-
ry, which 44 all the powers of the earth cannot
abolish." These precious words of our Heaven- I
ly Father,44 the poor ye have always with yon," ]
are perpetually sounding in the ears of man-

kind, ever reminding them of their dependence
and their duties. These words appeal alik'e to <

the conscience and the heart of mankind. To
men, blessed in their basket and their store,
they say, 44 property has its duties as well as its
rights! " To men clothed with authority to
shape the policy or te administer the laws ot I
the State, they say, u lighten, by wise, humane.
and equal laws, the burdens of the toiling and i

dependent children of men!" To men ef
every age and every clime, they appeal, by the i
Divine promise that ('he that giveth to the 1
poor, lendeth to the Lord! " Sir, I thank Ood 1
that I live in a Commonwealth which sees no
warrant in these words of inspiration to oppressthe sons and daughters of toil and poverty,Over the poor and lowly she oasts the broad j
shield of equal, just, ana humane legislation. ;The poorest man that treads her soil, no matter !
what blood may run in his veins, is protectedin his rights, and incited to labor by no other
force than the assurance that the fruits of his 1
toil belong to himself, to the wife of his bosom,
and the children of his love. i
The Senator from South Carolina exclaims,

" the man who lives by daily labor, your whole 1

class of manual laborers, are essentially

slaves"."they feel galled by their degrada- jtion ! " What a sentiment is this to hear at-
tered in the coancils of this Democratic Republic1 The Senator's political associates, who !
listen to these words which brand hundreds of
thousands of the men they represent in the free
States, and hundreds of their neighbors and
personal friends, as " slaves,1' have found no
words to repel or rebuke this language. This
language of scorn and contempt is addressed
to Senators who were not nursed by a slave;whose lot it was to toil with their own hands.
to eat bread earned, not by the sweat of another'sbrow, but by their own. Sir, I am the son of
a " hireling manual laborer," who, with thefros's of seventy winters on his brow, "lives bydaily labor." I, too, have lived by daily labor.I, too, have beeu a "hireling manual laborer." ]Poverty cast its dark and chilling shadow overthe home of my childhood, and want was theresometimes.an unbidden guest. At the age of
ten years.to aid him who gave me being inkeeping the gaunt spectre from the hearth ofthe mother who bore me.I left the home of
my boyhood, and went to earn my bread by"daily labor." Many a weary mile have l
travelled,

" To beg a brother of the earthTn n.. I . 1
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Sir, I have toiled m» " hireling manual laborer" in the field and in the workshop ; andI tell the Senator from South Carolina that I
never u felt galled by my degradation." No,sir.never I Perhaps the Senator who representsthat u other class, which leads progress,civilization, and refinement," will ascribe this
to obtuseness of intellect aud blunted sensibilitiesof the heart. Sir, I was conscious of mymanhood ; I was the peer of my employer; I
knew that the laws and institutions of my nativeand adopted States threw over him and me
alike the panoply of equality ; I knew, too, that
the world was before me, that its wealth, its
garnered treasures of knowledge, its honors,the coveted prizes of life, were within the graspof a brave heart and & tireless hand, and I acceptedthe responsibilities of my position, all
unconscious that I was a " slave. I have em

Kloyed others, huudreds of " hireling manual
iborers." Some of thpm then possessed, and
now possess, more property than I ever owned;
some of them were better educated than myself.yes,sir, better educated, and better rend,
too, than some Senators on this floor; and
many of them, in moral excellence and purityof character, I could not but feel, were my superiors.

I have occupied, Mr. President, for more
than thirty years, the relation of employer or
employed ; and while I never felt " galled by
my degradation " in the one case, in the other
I was never conscious that my " hireling laborers"were my inferiors. That man isa"Bnob"
who boasts of being a " hireling laborer," or
who is ashamed of being a "hireling laborer;"that man is a " snob" who feels any inferiorityto any man, because he is a "hireling laborer,"
or who assnmes any superiority over others becausehe is an employer. Honest labor is honorable; aud the man who is ashamed that he
is or was a "hireling laborer " has not manhood
enough to " feel galled by his degradation."Having occupied, Mr. President, the relation
of either emploved or emDlover for the third nf
a century; having lived in a Commonwealth
where the " hireling class of manual laborers "
are " the depoaitariea of political power;" havingassociated with this claas in all the relations
of life, I tell the Senator from South Carolina,and the clasa he represents, that he libels,
grossly libels them, when he declares that they
are " essentially slaves ! " There can be found
nowhere in America a class of men more
proudly conscious or tenacious of their rights.Friends and foes have ever found them.

" A stubborn met, I'earin^aiid flattering none."
But the Senator from South Carolina tells us,that if the hireling laborers knew the " tremendoussecret" of the ballot box, our " societywould be reconstructed, our Government over- jthrown, and our property divided." Does net

the Senator know that an immense majorityof the "hireling claas of manual laborers" of
New England possess property ? Does he not
know that the man who has accumulated a ftw
hundred dollars by his own toil, by the savingsof years, who hag a family growing up around
him, upon which his hopes are centered, is a
conservative ? Does not the Senator know
that he watches the appropriation bills in the
meetings of those little democracies, the towns,
as narrowly as the Representative from Tennessee,in the other House, [Gkorgk W. Joxus, |watches the money bills on the private caleu-
dar? I live, Mr. President, in a small town of
five thousand inhabitants. Nearly half of the
population are employed as operatives and
mechanics, for the manufacture of shoes for the
Western and Southern markets. In 1840, we
had thirteen hundred inhabitants,-aud the propertyvaluation was about three hundred thon- ,sand dollars. Last May we had fourteen hnn- ,dred names on our poll-list, two-thirds of them
" hireling mechanics," and a property valua
tion of over two millions of dollars. Those
" hireling laborers," on town-meeting days, (make the appropriations for schools, for roods, jand for all other purposes. Do they not know ("the tremendous secret of the ballot-box?" tHave they proposed to divide the properly they jthemselves created? No sir, no 1 But I will ^tell the Senator'what they have done. Since T1850, they have built seven new school houses, twith all the modern improvpmeuts, and at an ,expense of about forty thousand dollars, one

(house costing more lhau fourteen thousand.
They have established a hiah school. wh*re
the moat advanced scholar* of the commou !
schools are fitted for admission to the colleges,
or for the professions, the business, and the
duties of life; they have ettablished a town (library, freely accessible to all the inhabitants,
containing the choicest works of authors of the .

Old World and the New, of ancient and moderntimes. The poorest " hireling manual la-
rborer," without coat, can take from that library (to his home the works of the master minds, <

and hold communion with
"The dend liu\areplered *ovt-rt'ign* who rule gOur gpitit* bom their urn*.''

The Senator tells ua, Mr. President, that their <
slaves are " well compensated I" South Caro- t
Una slaves " well compensated!" Why, sir, i
the Senator himself, in a speech made at home, i
for home consumption, entered into an estimate t
to show that a field hand could be supported £
for from " eighteen to nineteen dollars per an- 1
nura" on the rice and cotton plantations. He e
states the quantity of corn and bacon and salt 1
necessary to support the "well compensated" jslave. And this man, supported by eighteen t
dollars per annum, with the privilege of being t
Bogged at discretion, and having his wife or t
chilt^ren sold from him at the necessity or will s
of his master, the Senator from South Carolina t
informs the Senate of the United States, is "well a
compensated!" Sir, there is not a poor-house c
in the free States, where there would not be a i
rebellion in three days, if the inmates were a
compelled to subsist on the quantity and qnal- 1<
ity of food the Senator estimates as ample i
''compensation" for the labor of a slave in a
South Carolina. tlTntninff fi»Am KIs << twoll A J " -1

.». u.» ncu tuiujicnoaieu Slaves,the Senator tells us that our " hireling laborers,"our u mud sills," are scantily "

compenlated."Mr. Clin^man, of North Carolina, in
urging the establishment of cotton manufactoriesin the South, says the wages of labor atthe North are one hundred per cent, higherthan wages in the same pursuits in the South. '

rhe wages of labor in iron mills in South Carolinawere thirteen dollars per month in 1850;in Massachusetts they were thirty. Sir, thesehands of mine have earned, month after month,two dollars per day in manual labor, and I have v

paid that sum to " hireling manual laborers," '
month after month, and year after year. Fi- aaancial and commercial revulsions sometimes 11
some upon us, and press heavily upon all ^

branches of the mechanic arts and manufac- iylures; but labor is generally well employed and *<

well paid. At any rate, the laboring men of
the free States have open to their industry all cthe avenues of agriculture, commerce, manufactures,and the multifarious mechanic arte,
where skilled labor is demanded, and where
they do not have to maintain, as the Senator
in his address before the Institute of his own

Statetells us the white men of South Carolina P
have to maintain, " a feeble and rninous competitionwith the labor of slaves."
Borrowing,,Mr. President, an idea found in

I speech made in the other llonse by Mr. m

Pickens, of his own State, more than twenty
years ago, in which he threatened to preach "

insurrection to Northern laborers, the Senator _

asks, " how we would like for them to send plecturers and agitators to teach our hireling _

laborers " the u tremendous secret of the power 1
of the ballot box," and " to aid in combining °|and to lead them ? " 8ir, I tell the Senator we "hwould welcome him, his lecturers aud agitators; it
we wonld bid them welcome to our hearthitonesand our altars. Ours are the institutions

1
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of Freedom; and they flourish best in thestorms and agitationB of inquiry and free digcussion. We are conscious that our social andpolitical institutions have not attained perfection,and we invoke the examination and thecriticism of the genius and learning of ailChristendom. Sbonld the Senator and his a?,itators and lecturers come to Massachusetts ona mission to teach our " hireling class of manuallaborers," our " mud-sills," our "-slaves,"' tha" tremendeous secret of the ballot-bcx," and tohelp " combine and lead them," these stigma,tized " hirelings " would reply to the Senat, raud his associates, " We are freemen ; w. ui4the peers ofthe gifted and the wealthy; we ki,.«the * tremendous secret of the ballot box au]4 we would and fashion these institutions that4 bless and adorn our proud and free Commo;.4 wealth ! These public schools are ours, for4 the education of our children ; these libraries,4 with their accumulated treasures, are our«4 these multitudinous and varied pursnitB of life,^ vKoro oL-.ll H..J tL

.UK Dim miu iueir reward,4 are oars. Labor is here honored and respect4 ed, and great examples incite as to action.4 All around as, in the professions, in the man*4 of commerce, on the exchange where mercfcaa'4 princes and capitalists do congregate; in the*4 manufactories and workshops, where the pro4 ducts of every clime are fashioned into a then4 sand forms of utility and beanty; on theis4 smiling farms, fertilized by the sweat of free4 labor; in every position of private and of4 public life, are oar associates, who were4 but yesterday ' hireling laborers,' 4 mud sills.'4 4 slaves.' In every department of human et4 fort are noble men, who sprang from our4 ranks.men whose good deeds will be felt and4 will live in the grateful memories of men,4 when the stones reared by the bands of atl'et tj4 tion to their honored names shall crumble4 into dust,. Oar eyes glisten and our hearts4 throb over the bright, glowing, and radiant4 pages of our history, that records the deeds ot4 patriotism of the sons of New England, who4 sprang from our ranks and wore the badge*4 of toil. While the names of Benjamin Frank4 Kn, Roger Sherman, Nathaniel Greene, and4 Paul Revere, live on the brightest pages it4 our history, the mechanics of MassachusettsI \r~~ i?.i.* . "
«»uv» uuginuu win uever want illustrious4 examples to incite ns to noble apirationg and4 noble deeds. Go home, say to your privileged4 class, which you vauntingly gay 4 leads pr4 press, civilization, and refinement,' that it is

4 the opinion of the 4 hireliug laborers ' ot' Mas
4 sachusetts, if you have no sympathy for yoir4 African boudmen, in whose veins flow* so
4 much of your own blood, you should at lea-t
4 sympathize with the millions of your own rat p.4 whose labor you have dishonored aud dr
4 graded by Slavery I You should teach your4 millions of poor and ignorant white men, so
4 long oppressed by your policy, the ' tremeu
4 dons secret that the ballot-box is stronger thar.
4 an army with banners 1' You should combine
4 and lead them to the adoption of a policy4 which shall secure their own emancipation4 from a degrading thraldom 1 "

Mr. President, for fonr years the distant Ter
ritory of Kansas has been the battle-field be
tweeu Freedom and Slavery.between free Is
bor which elevates, and that servile labor which
degrades. In this contest, Slavery has startled
the nation by a series of acts of violence and
by frauds you will scarcely find paralleled id
the history of the world. These acts of violence,
these frauds, perpetrated by the necessities ot
the Slave Power, upheld by the ready servilityof the Democratic party, are now made the tests
of fealty by the Administration. Fealty to the
Administration, to the Democratic party, is
now fealty to human Slavery, to violencp,
to trickery, and to fraud. Sir, by perversious
of the Constitution and the laws, by the red
band of violence, by unveiled trickeries ai,d
transnarent frauds, bv the indeeent
of men of inflexible integrity, by the shamelt B?

prostitution of the honors of the Government,
and by the "rank corruption, mining all with
in," which "infects unseen," the Administrationis converting the American Demon* v finto a mere organization for the perpetuity, (*i
pansion, and domination of human Slavery ot
the North American continent. There mi.,,
to day, in all Christendom, a political organ >

lion so hostile to the rights of human naturtothe development of republican ideas, to it
general progress of the human race, as tb>Democr&ticparty of the United States. ,There
is not a political organization, even in Spain.Russia, or Austria, that dare, in the* face of the
civilized world, blazon its baiyv rs with do- I
Irines so hostile to the rights of mankind

abhorrentto humauity, as are avowed in thee
flails, and npheld by the American Democ n-

underthe lead of this Administration. I
freat Powers of Kurope, Kngland, Prance, a

Russia, have fixed their hungry eyes upon thcovetedprizes of the Kaatern World; aui »

are invoked to forget the lessons of Washing
on, to close our ears to I he appeals of the peopleof Kansas, whose rights have been outra
;ed, and turn our lustful eyes to tbe glitteringjrizes of dominion, in Mexico, Central Araninv
JubH, and the valleys of the distant
tfo party in those three Kuropean monarchies
lare avow, in the face of Christendom, the hh
iment we have heard proclaimed in the»e
ialls, that territorial expansion and territorial
lomiuiou must he made, not for the udva
lent of the sacred and sublime principlequal and impartial liberty to all meu, hut t-1
he subjugation and personal servitude of oth<-r
ind inferior races.

Duty to the Government now prostituted an'
>olluted, to the country no# dishonored id tbe
ace of the civilized world, summons the I.iber
oving and patriotic men of the Tt -pubiii. ot
jvery name and creed, to 44 forget, forgive, at

inite," and rally to the overthrow ot this venal,
:ringing, and inglorious Administration.arid
he utter annihilation of the oligarchic iMn.
acy. To the men of the North, ay, and the
nen of the South, who loathe fraud, paltry tri< !>
>ry, venality, and servility ; who believe thai
4 righteousness exalteth a nation," this sunnonsalike appeals, lint to no men does this
inmmons appeal with such irresistible and uu

perutive forte as to the 44 whole hireling « U-3
>f manual laborers and operatives," now Ji«
lainfn'.ly stigmatized as the 4'slaves," the "very
nud-sills" of that aociety Ufton which that privlegedclass assumes to rest, which now claims
0 control this Government, and 44 to lead Pw"
rress, civilization, and refinement," in America
t appeals to them to repel the libellous asperlionscast upon the toiling millions of America.
>y taking, through the ballot-box, the reins oi
>ower from the grasp of the slaveholdiug ari^

ocracy of the South and their servile allies .

he North ; rebuking the arrogance of the one
y banishment from usurped power, and ike
ervility of the other by pulling upon tkn'
>reasts the 44 Scarlet Letter " of dishonor, h
appeals to them to place in every depnrtn ei.i
if the Federal Government, stateemen whoi b<-r
sh a profound reverence aud an inextin?
.ble love for humauity ; who are animate
ofty motives, aims, and purposes; guided
rise, comprehensive, and pratriotic coun.--

.udwho will put the Republic in harmony *'

he sacred and inalienable rights ot mankind
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